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GREAT WITCHINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

    Minutes of the meeting of Great Witchingham Parish Council held at 
Great Witchingham Village Hall on Thursday 13 September 2018 at 7:30pm. 

 

Present 
Ms Jane Wisbey – Chairman 

 

Mr David Beaumont  Mr Ray Gribble    
 

In Attendance 
Mrs Patricia Kirby – Clerk to the Council & Responsible Financial Officer 
Mr Greg Peck – Norfolk County Councillor – Reepham Division 
Mr Simon Woodbridge – Broadland District Councillor – Gt Witchingham Ward 
24 Members of the Public 
 

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present. She advised 
members of the resignation of Mr Bailey. She had also received communication from 
Mr Gary Jarrald indicating an intention to resign and this would be confirmed in due 
course. 
 

37. Apologies for Absence  
 

Ms Jacqueline Tinkler - apologies received and accepted. 
 

38. Co-option for Parish Councillor 
 

The Chairman stated that the vacancy had been advertised and no applications had 
been received. It was with agreement that the vacancy is re-advertised in line with 
adopted policy. 

 

39. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and other interests 
 

  In respect of the minutes, reaffirmation of previous declarations from those present 
who declared an interest at the last meeting. 

 

40. Minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2018 
 

The minutes, having previously been circulated, were approved and signed by the 
Chairman as a true record. 

 

41.  Information arising from the minutes 
 

Nothing arising. 
 

42. Public Participation 
 

On the proposal of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Gribble it was  
RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned to allow for public participation. 
Representations were made in respect of  
- provision of a pedestrian crossing near the bus stops at the Sparham end of the 

village. Clerk to email Mr Peck who will discuss viability with NCC. 
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- A caravan currently parked on the parish council owned land near The Bridge PH 
and the past matter of a now removed tent. Much discussion took place. The 
Chairman had been assured the moving of the caravan is imminent. 

The Chairman gave thanks for attendance and the meeting was reconvened. 
 

43. Report from Police to include Parish Crime Figures 
 

No Officer in attendance. Figures were noted. 
 

44. Reports from County & District Councillors 
 

 Mr Peck advised 
The Western Link Consultation indicated the majority of responses wanted completion. 
The next stage is to reduce the number of route options and hold a further consultation 
based on 3 firm routes. He was happy to receive any feedback or concerns.  
The matter of chaff from tractors raised last meeting is not a highway matter. If 
witnessed and it is assumed the load is not secure then this with vehicle details should 
be reported to the police. If the load is secure and not a danger then it is suggested 
the haulage company is made aware.  
Response to Agenda item 12.8 to follow at that point in the meeting. 
 

The Chairman thanked Mr Woodbridge for his attendance and suggested Mr Peck 
reports on matters of which he had been involved with. This was fully accepted. 
Mr Peck to give responses required for agenda items at the agenda point in the 
meeting. 

 

45. Reports in respect of non agenda items 
 

The Clerk briefed members on administration work undertaken. A request for the 
removal of the fake Facebook page which had been identified since the last meeting 
had been made and it appears the page is now deleted. Members were asked to 
inform the clerk if they were aware that this is not the case.  
Confirmation had been received from Barclays Bank of Mr Gribble’s addition to the 
mandate and the local branch had confirmed this was effective. The resignation of Mr 
Bailey who was an appointed signatory now needs consideration and it is suggested 
to deal on election of additional members. Agreed. 
 
The Chairman briefed on Atlas Works planning application which is due to be 
considered by NCC Planning (Regulatory) Committee on Friday 14 September 2018. 
Notification of this was received on 6 September and despite best efforts the 
resolution of the meeting 4 December 2017 for a coach to transport the public to the 
meeting could not be secured with such late notice. A flyer was prepared and 
delivered to all properties for awareness and encourage attendance. In this respect 
ratification of cost will be sought at agenda item 12.  
 

46. Finance Matters 
 

10.1 – Verification of invoices. Signatories confirmed the check and verification which 
included those from the previous meeting. 
10.2 – Bank Reconciliation. The Chairman confirmed the reconciliation to statement  
3 August 2018.  
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The Chairman made reference to the money held in the Fund Account and requested 
this is an agenda item for discussion at the next meeting.  
10.3 – Schedule of Receipts & Payments 
RESOLVED to accept income and expenditure as follows  
 
Receipts                                                                                                              £ 
5.  Barclays Inconvenience Payt re Mandate                         110.00

 6.  HMRC VAT claim 1 June 17 – 30 June 18                           78.30
 Payments  

26.  GWVH Main room hire 12 July                             22.00 
27.  NPF. Conts Aug                                                  190.39 
28.  Clerk Salary Aug                                       631.45 
29.  Clerk Salary Sept                                       628.73 
30.  NPF. Conts Sept                                       189.36 
31.  HMRC PAYE Conts                                                  47.20 
32.  Clerk Expenses/Reimbursements 1 July – 31 Aug 2018                            74.20 
10.4 – Budget monitoring statement to 31 July 2018. The Clerk explained the 
calculation error in respect of the amount available for the precept shortfall requiring to 
be transferred into the current account to support the estimated expenditure. 
RESOLVED to accept. 

 

47. Land Transfer at village hall 
 

11.1 – Signed documents still awaited was noted. 
11.2 – Compound maintenance. The response from Calor Gas received via BDC was 
that a further clear will be undertaken next week. However from inspection this 
evening it appears work had started. This will be monitored and reported. The level of 
maintenance undertaken since land acquisition would indicate a greater frequency 
than annual as initially advised by Calor and this will be challenged. 
11.3 - Grounds maintenance quotes. A quote following a site meeting 10 September 
which had been promised had not been received. This will be chased for the next 
meeting. 
11.4 – Play Area Working Party.  
The Chairman gave thanks to all members of the group for the enormous amount of 
work each had given to the process to date and for their time in manning and 
administering the successful consultation process 
(i) The written report was received by members and the Chairman aligned actions to 
supporting documentation. Having now identified a potential scheme the need was to 
approach funding sources which included local bodies that had been tentatively 
identified to ascertain levels of funding.  
RESOLVED the working party to contact funding streams as identified to ascertain if 
and at what level funding can be gained based on the consultation preferred scheme 
and indicative cost of £60,000.00. 
(ii) – Consultation literature and cost. The invoice for the flyers had not yet been 
received but was indicated to be in the region of £20.00 
RESOLVED to ratify.  
 

48. Correspondence  
 

12.1 – Response to communication to Mr Simon Woodbridge. Mr Woodbridge was in 
attendance. The Chairman expressed sincere thanks. 
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12.2 – BDC Complaint procedures. 
(i) BDC Overview & Scrutiny refusal. Mr Peck apologised as he considered he had 
misunderstood what was asked and will address the issue of hierarchy concern and 
process of complaint investigation and report at the next meeting. 
(ii) Monitoring Officer response. Mr Martin Thrower’s response was considered.  
RESOLVED to accept. 
12.3 – Public display of minutes. It was with agreement the current practice of minutes 
being accessible via the website is sufficient. 
12.4 – NCC Parish Partnership Scheme 2019/20. The matter of a crossing as raised 
to be considered for the scheme at the next meeting pending response from Mr Peck  
12.5 – Bus Shelter. 
(i) The damaged shelter was removed 3 August and a request for footway 
reinstatement made to highways as agreed. A request for £5000.00 had been made to 
the claims handler who today is seeking further information and this will be addressed. 
(ii) Replacement shelter consultation. In the absence of Mr Jarrald no information was 
available. The Chairman to ascertain progress. 
12.6 – SAM sign brackets. Each purchased sign comes with brackets. Therefore for 
the 5 locations in the parish an additional 3 brackets are required. 
RESOLVED to include provision to purchase 3 brackets in 2019/2020 budget. 
The matter of responsibility for placement of signs to be an agenda item for the next 
meeting. 
12.7 – Speed limit reduction on B1535. 
RESOLVED to ratify decision of no objection taken outside of the meeting. 
12.8 – Footpath provision A1067 Weston Hall Road to Dinosaur Park. Cllr Peck had 
discussed this both with the Dinosaur Park and NCC. NCC would not wish to do much 
now as work is dependent on Western Link. The Chairman indicated Weston Longville 
PC had previously indicated funding. Clerk to contact WLPC to ascertain view. 
12.9 – Risk Register. This was not available. To be presented at the next meeting. 
12.10 – Clerk membership renewal of SLCC. 
RESOLVED to contribute £57.50 being 50% of the total subscription. 
12.11 – Bus stop provision near SPC House. 
It was noted this was not in the parish. It was with agreement there is no objection to 
this.  
12.12 – Clerk Annual Appraisal. The Chairman advised this had taken place. Noted. 
12.13 – Atlas Works Flyers. The Chairman requested ratification for the printing of the 
flyers as referred to in minute 45.   
 

49. Planning 
 

13.1 – Planning Applications.  
20181317 – Weston Hall Weston Hall Road, Weston Longville.  
Variation of condition 4 of previous permission 20171035 – demolition prior to 
construction. 
20181363 – 74 Fakenham Road. Gt Witchingham. 
Single storey side & rear extension 
RESOLVED no objections to the above applications 
13.2 – Lenwade House Hotel. Mr Peck reported on procedures in respect of 
application 20162144. 
RESOLVED to accept  
13.3 – Norfolk Minerals & Waste Local Plan Review. This had not moved forward. 
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13.4 – CPRE communication. The Chairman to provide information for the clerk to 
respond. 
 

50.  Exchange of Information 
 

The Chairman raised the matter of the public footpath between the drive of Lenwade 
House Hotel and Common Lane which is currently excluded from Wensum Way 
PROW and as such users of Wensum Way are directed to the A1067. Mr Peck will 
address this with NCC.  

 

51. Next meeting 
 

The next meeting would be held in Gt Witchingham Village Hall on  
Thursday 8 November 2018 at 7.30pm.  

 

The Chairman gave thanks for attendance and closed the meeting at 20.57pm  


