
GREAT WITCHINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Finance Officer’s Report for Council Meeting – 20 January 2022 
 

Account – Transactions for period from 1 April 2021. 
 

Bank Statement = Transactions to 5 January 2022 
Receipts £ Payments £ 

Precept 11849.00 Admin Expenses (incl training) 585.10 

Donations/Grants  0.00 Insurance & Subscriptions 660.33 

Other 3042.43 Grants/Donations 0.00 

      CIL £2462.35  Village Maintenance 75.00 

      Member Grant (DUPLICATE) £500  Recreation area (village hall site) 1381.76 

      Bal Parish Deposit Sch £80.08  S137 21.98 

       Other – ward member refund 500.00 

  E’ee Contractual Payments 6132.62 

VAT reclaim  6000.53 VAT – Current/Fund 7487.79 

    

 Receipts – Current A/C  20891.96 Payments – Current A/C 17687.57 
    

A/C Interest 0.47   

Receipts – Reserve A/C 0.47 Payments – Reserve A/C 1709.99 
    

A/C Interest 1.19   

Fundraising/Donations etc 19499.05   

Receipts – Fund A/C 19500.24 Payments – Fund A/C 39314.02 
        

 Total – Receipts  40392.67 Total – Payments 58711.58 

    
 

                                                        Current    Reserve           Fund 

                                                              £           £      £ 

Balances b/fwd at 1 April 2021              752.62              6898.26             24292.08 

ADD receipts                                     20891.96                   0.47             19500.24 

SUBTRACT payments                      17687.57              1709.99        39314.02 

Plus unpresented cheques                 2969.58                    0.00       11019.00  

Less uncashed receipts                            0.00                    0.00              2935.08 

Bank to Bank T/F 2021 Reserves                (250.00)               250.00                      0.00 

Bank to Bank T/F NBoard  held                           (300.00)               300.00                     0.00 

Bank to Bank T/F CIL                                        (2462.35)                            0.00               2462.35 

Bank to Bank T/F S106                                     (2935.08)/2935.00                      0.00               2935.08/(2935.08) 

                  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STATEMENT should be                   £3914.24  £5738.74       £15024.57 

Patricia Kirby Clerk & RFO 
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Gt Witchingham PC meeting 20 January 2022 
 
Agenda item 10.5 - Financial Contribution to the Church 
 
The decision taken in January 2021 to remove the churchyard maintenance funding was 
for financial reasons and albeit the meeting received advice that was later identified as 
incomplete the decision remained and members were in agreement to do as much as 
possible to support. In this respect the Chairman made contact with Norfolk School of 
Gardening for volunteering students and would pursue a wildflower meadow with 
interested locals. It was suggested and accepted in May 2021 to schedule a future 
meeting with the PCC to pursue avenues of help and although not reported it is 
understood such a meeting took place.   
 
Challenges and subsequent communications with members for response brought to the 
attention of members that there is question as to the legality of making such contributions 
and in this respect NALC Legal Briefing is supplied. 
 
Without further research in respect of definitions of burial grounds/churchyard/cemetery 
referred to in the briefing my view is that GWPC is not a burial authority – it has not 
exercised that function. There is no designated land/no fees/no procedures etc in place 
and therefore the power of LGA 1972 s214(6) which permits a council as a burial 
authority to contribute to expenses of maintaining a cemetery does not apply. 
 
Irrespective of the absence of research and my view your attention is drawn to the final 
paragraph of the Legal Briefing Summary  
…………….a council that considers making a payment in these circumstances needs to 
consider whether it is prudent to take a course of action that it cannot be certain is legally 
valid. 
 
Clerk 
4 Jan 2022 
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31 JANUARY 2018  

L01-18 | FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE CHURCH 

Introduction 

The purpose of this briefing is to consider whether a parish council or, in Wales, a 
community council may provide financial assistance to the church (or other 
religious bodies).  

Relevant legislation 

s.6(1) (a) of the Local Government Act 1894 (“1894 Act”) transferred powers from 
the Vestry and Churchwardens to the newly formed parish councils “except so far 
as relates to the affairs of the church or to ecclesiastical charities.” s.6(1) (c) of 
the 1894 Act confirms the powers, duties and liabilities conferred on parish 
councils include “the holding and management of parish property “not being 
property relating to affairs of the church or held for an ecclesiastical charity”. 

S.8 of the 1894 Act gives parish councils further powers including the power “to 
execute any works (including works of maintenance or improvement) incidental 
to or consequential on the exercise of the powers in s.6 , “not being property 
relating to affairs of the church or held for an ecclesiastical charity” and further 
“to contribute towards the expense of doing any of the things above mentioned, 
or to agree or combine with any other parish council to do or contribute towards 
the expense of doing any of the things above mentioned”. It should be noted that 
the prohibition relates to the nature of the property concerned not to the use to 
which that any funding will be put. Thus funding to make a church hall suitable for 
meetings of the guides and scouts is still prohibited because the building is church 
property.  

Despite references in the above provisions to parish councils, the 1894 Act applies 
to both England and Wales. 

The powers in the 1894 Act prohibit councils’ involvement in property relating to 
the affairs of the church e.g. the maintenance or improvement of buildings or land 
or contributing to the costs. The question often asked is whether that prohibition 
still applies or is it overridden by legislation made after the 1894 Act. Examples of 
such legislation are: 

• s.214(6) of the Local Government Act 1972 (“the 1972 Act”) which provides 
that councils which are burial authorities may contribute to another 



 

person’s expenses (e.g. the PCC or synagogue) in providing a cemetery in 
which residents in the council’s area may be buried. 

• s.215 of the 1972 Act permits a council to maintain a closed churchyard. 
• s.137 of the 1972 Act which allows a council to incur expenditure for any 

purpose except one which is subject to a statutory prohibition, restriction 
or limitation.  

• s.138B of the 1972 Act empowers a parish council to support or facilitate a 
religious event.  

• The General Power of Competence in s.1 of the Localism Act 2011 (“the 2011 
Act”) is available to eligible parish councils that satisfy the conditions in 
Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) 
Order 2012/965. 

NALC’s views 

There is an accepted legal principle, applied by the courts, which is that in 
interpreting what an Act of Parliament means, a specific provision overrides one 
of a general nature. In other words, if two statutory provisions are in conflict or 
overlap, the detailed provision will prevail over the more general one. In applying 
this principle, NALC’s views are as summarised below.  

Ss.137 and 138B of the 1972 Act and s.1 of the 2011 Act constitute general 
provisions and do not override the specific prohibitions in s.8 of the 1894 Act. 
S.137 expressly provides that expenditure cannot be incurred purposes which are 
subject to a statutory prohibition, restriction or limitation. 

S.2 of the 2011 Act confirms that the general power of competence does not allow 
an eligible parish council to get round any statutory prohibition, restriction and 
limitation which existed before the general power was introduced.  

S.214(6) of the 1972 Act which permits a council as a burial authority to contribute 
to the expenses of anyone else providing a cemetery, appears to overlap with the 
specific provision in s.8 of the 1894 Act which prevents a council from 
contributing to the affairs of the church and, in NALC’s view, the specific provision 
would prevail.  

S.215 of the 1972 Act is a specific provision in respect of the responsibilities of a 
council (whether or not a burial authority) to maintain a closed churchyard which, 
in NALC’s opinion, thus overrides the prohibitions in ss. 6 and 8 of the 1894 Act.  

 



 

Summary 

There is no current case law to resolve the question of whether or not the 1894 
Act restrictions override the provisions in later Acts of Parliament and ultimately it 
would be for the courts to determine the extent of any prohibition from the 1894 
Act. Any court action started so as to resolve this point is likely to be expensive 
and time consuming. 

It would, of course, be possible for Parliament to clarify the point with a specific 
provision in new legislation, however, the Government’s current view on the legal 
issues is that there is no need for any further legislation as they believe the 1894 
Act restrictions do not override the provisions in later Acts of Parliament. 

Whilst there is no consensus on this issue, a council that considers making a 
payment in these circumstances needs to consider whether it is prudent to take a 
course of action that it cannot be certain is legally valid. 
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Actual INCOME Description Budget Actual/Committed  Predicted to Estimated

2020/2021 2021/2022     to 31/12//2021 31/03/2022 2022/2023

11046.00 PRECEPT BDC Precept 11849.00 11849.00 11849.00

1292.22 Shortfall - self funded/excess 776.00 -2583.63 373.89

12338.22 PRECEPT & SELF FUND/EXCESS TOTAL 12625.00 9265.37 12222.89

Category

0.00 Donations/Grants Play Area Equipment Project FUND

11295.59 Other CIL 0.00 2462.35 2462.35 0.00

S106 (20181052) 0.00 0.00 2935.08 0.00

3.37 Miscellaneous 0.00 80.08 80.08 0.00

0.00 Bus shelter insurance claim 0.00 0.00 3000.00 0.00

0.00 Notice board 150.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

0.00 Parish Partnership Scheme 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

4.33 Bank Interest Reserve A/C 2.00 0.47 0.57 0.50

6.52 Fund A/C 3.00 1.19 1.39 1.00

11309.81 155.00 2544.09 8479.47 1.50

EXPENDITURE

Category

500.00 Administration General Reserve reimbursement RESERVE 100.00 100.00 100.00 500.00

0.00 Room hire 200.00 66.00 110.00 200.00

25.00 Internal audit 40.00 40.00 40.00 40.00

0.00 Chairman/Councillor expenses 50.00 0.00 0.00 50.00

416.76 Clerk/Cllr Consumable admin exps 350.00 315.96 400.00 400.00

0.00 External Audit 200.00 200.00 200.00 200.00

200.00 PC By-Election/Parish Poll FUND 50.00 50.00 50.00 362.00

0.00 Parish Council Ordinary Election 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

60.00 Payroll Service (invoiced Sept) 100.00 133.00 133.00 140.00

0.00 Contingency 50.00 0.00 0.00 50.00

200.00 Training Members & Staff RESERVE 100.00 100.00 100.00 200.00

351.21 Insurance and Subscriptions Annual Insurance (June) 400.00 507.69 507.69 620.00

152.64 NALC (May) 155.00 152.64 152.64 160.00

53.68 SLCC (Sept) 85.00 0.00 0.00 130.00

35.00 Data Protection (March) 35.00 0.00 35.00 35.00

Great Witchingham Parish Council - DRAFT budget 2022/2023

INCOME TOTAL 

see below

Raised Income/donations held in FUND A/C
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47.94 Website Domain registry (Aug - 5 years) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

0.00 Village Maintenance Litter picks 50.00 25.00 25.00 50.00

187.20 Annual dog bin emptying - bin near Lake 195.00 189.90 189.90 195.00

0.00 Bus shelter maintenance 50.00 0.00 0.00 50.00

0.00 Bus shelter replacement (ins claim) 0.00 0.00 3100.00 0.00

700.00 Church grounds grass cutting contribution 0.00 0.00 0.00 700.00

0.00 War memorial 50.00 0.00 0.00 50.00

150.00 Notice board RESERVE 450.00 300.00 300.00 0.00

Land maintain adj A1067 near the bridge 0.00 50.00 50.00 50.00

0.00 SAM2 signs repairs 500.00 0.00 350.00 700.00

0.00 SAM2 signs 3x addnl brackets 0.00 0.00 150.00 0.00

0.00 NCC Parish Partnership Scheme 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

11295.59 CIL Funding 0.00 2462.35 2462.35 0.00

S106 (20181052) 0.00 0.00 2935.08 0.00

240.00 Contingency 25.00 0.00 0.00 25.00

1081.68 Play Area Grounds maintenance 1200.00 1135.76 1135.76 1300.00

Annual Litter bin emptying 0.00 0.00 50.00 195.00

0.00 Play Area inspection 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00

0.00 Donations/Grants Ex 137 CAB 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

18.00 Section 137 Remembrance wreath 20.00 21.98 21.98 20.00

0.00 Donations 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

5961.12 Contractual Payments Clerk Salary GROSS 6360.00 4577.58 6220.00 6360.00

312.00 Clerk Home Working Expenses 315.00 234.00 312.00 315.00

89.10 Clerk Mileage 150.00 70.20 100.00 150.00

0.00 HMRC - EER NI Conts 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

1371.11 NPF - EER PS Conts 1500.00 1075.74 1470.00 1530.00

0.00 Bank Interest Reserve A/C 0.00 0.47 0.57 0.50

Fund A/C 0.00 1.19 1.39 1.00

23448.03 12780.00 11809.46 20702.36 14878.50

12138.22 12625.00 9265.37 12222.89 14877.00                     TOTAL NET EXPENDITURE

TOTAL GROSS EXPENDITURE



Precept Calculation                                                                                         £
Total Net Expenditure Estimate 2022-2023                                                    14877.00

Less - difference between 2021-2022                                             
Net Estimate Expenditure &                            12625.00                         
Net Predicted Expenditure                              12223.00 R/O                                0.00 (Diff between budget & predicted of £402 is self funded) 

Precept Requirement                                                                                = 14877.00                                               
                                       
Precept £14877 = INCREASE over 2021/2022 Band D   24.50%.  Precept increase over 2021/2022 = 25.55%
21/22 Tax base = 235 properties Band D £50.42    
22/23 Tax base = 237 properties Band D £62.77      ( DIFFERENCE £12.35pa (0.24p per week) )

                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                        Precept

                                                                                                           Excess/Shortfall see below



Dear Councillors 

This letter is sent on behalf of Great Witchingham Play Area Working Party to provide you with an 
update on our fundraising and playground progress. 

We have currently secured the following: 

  Ex VAT VAT   Ex VAT VAT 

Phase 1 Cost  £  28,162.07  
 £  
5,632.41   Phase 2 Costs  £  14,044.00   £  2,808.80  

       

Phase 1 Funds 
Remaining £4,630.60   

Phase 2 Funds Raised 
/Received (BDC funds 
now received)  £    5461.68   

Litter Bin -132.95   

Donation on behalf of 
Go Fund Me for 
Hector – To be 
received  £    8,000.00   

Benches & Sign TBC   Total   £    13461.68  
         
Phase 1 Funds 
Remaining  £    4,497.74       

       

Banked 

 £   17,959.42 
pending 
below.       

       

Phase 2 
billed/paid so far 

  
£11,019.00 

ext VAT      

Funds Remaining  £6,940.42      
Phase 2 left to 
pay once 
installed 

£3,025.00 
      

 

Fund remaining 
once phase 2 
complete  £3915.42      

       
Next Steps 

 Phase 2 Play Park - The train and springy cow have now been installed and bill received/paid. 
Installation of adventure trail week of 10/01/2022 and inspection to follow, bill now raised. 
This will be the playground equipment complete with the exception of the spinner, which is 
currently out of stock, to be installed as and when available.  

 Benches – 2 quotes attached for benches around playground. Suggest 4 benches to be 
placed around playground. We recommend the benches from PLG as these are a local 
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company and good quality. Please confirm if agreeable and how best to proceed, can these 
be ordered directly or need us to arrange an invoice?  

o Commercial Picnic Benches - £870 ext VAT for 4 tables.  
o PLG - £141 inc VAT per table (£565 for 4 tables, £5 delivery) 

 
 Playground signage – Will send information to Tracey shortly re content to sort design etc. 

This can then be priced for approval at next meeting.  
 

Thank You, 

Jasmin Hague        
for & on behalf of GW Play Area Working Party.  














